


















Borough of Franklin, County of Sussex 

Resolution #2024-23 

 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE GOVERNING BODY 

OF THE BOROUGH OF FRANKLIN 

AUTHORIZING A REFUND OF AN ESCROW FOR 

SEWER CONNECTION 

WHEREAS, Joseph Strongosky made an application for a sewer connection in 2022; 

WHEREAS, Mr. Strongosky was required to post the sum of $1000.00 as an escrow; 

WHEREAS, the Borough professionals all agree that the escrow is no longer needed and 

can be refunded; 

WHEREAS, the CFO has recommended the return of the escrow; 

NOW THEREFORE IT BE RESOLVED that the sum of $796.00 from the sewer 

connection escrow fund be returned to Joseph Strongosky related to the project on Block 1701 

Lot 4. 

CERTIFICATION: I, Darlene J. Tremont, Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Franklin, in the 
County of Sussex, State of New Jersey do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct 

copy of a Resolution adopted by the Governing Body of the Borough of Franklin, County of 
Sussex, State of New Jersey at a regular meeting held on February 13th, 2024. 

 
 

______________________________ 

          Darlene J. Tremont, Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 
RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

COUNCIL MEMBER AYES NAYES ABSTAIN ABSENT 

CONCETTO FORMICA     

RACHEL HEATH     

JOSEPH LIMON     

JOHN POSTAS     

STEPHEN SKELLENGER     

GILBERT SNYDER     

MAYOR SOWDEN (Tie Only)     

 
 



Borough of Franklin, County of Sussex 

Resolution #2024-24 
 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE  

BOROUGH OF FRANKLIN AUTHORIZING   

A STIPEND FOR RECREATION SECRETARY 

  

 

WHEREAS, Suzann Brush is currently serving as the Recreation Secretary for the Franklin 

Borough Recreation Committee; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Personnel Committee is recommending a stipend for Suzann Brush as 

Recreation Committee Secretary in the amount of $3,000.00 annually effective January 1, 2024;  

  

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Franklin 

authorizes a stipend for Suzann Brush in the amount of $3,000.00 annually effective January 1, 2024. 

  

 CERTIFICATION: I, Darlene J. Tremont, Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Franklin, in the 

County of Sussex, State of New Jersey do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy 

of a Resolution adopted by the Governing Body of the Borough of Franklin at a meeting held on 

February 13, 2024 at 7:00PM. 

    

      

        ______________________________ 

        Darlene J. Tremont, Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 
RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

COUNCIL MEMBER AYES NAYES ABSTAIN ABSENT 
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MAYOR SOWDEN (Tie Only)     

     

 



Borough of Franklin, County of Sussex 

Resolution #2024-25 
 

 

RESOLUTION #2024-25 AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF NON-FAIR AND OPEN 

CONTRACTS FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

 

WHEREAS, there exists a need for engagement of various professional services for the Borough of 

Franklin as a non-fair and open contract pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5, and 

 

WHEREAS, the purchasing agent has determined and certified in writing that the value of the 

acquisition will exceed $17,500; and 

 

WHEREAS, the anticipated term of the following contracts are set forth below; and 

 

WHEREAS, the following individuals and firms have submitted a proposal indicating they will 

provide the professional services described below for the stated price said proposal; and 

 

WHEREAS, the following individuals and firms have completed and submitted a Business Entity 

Disclosure Certification which certifies that the following individuals have not made any reportable 

contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of Franklin in the previous year, 

and that the contract will prohibit the following individuals and firms from making any reportable 

contributions through the term of the contract, and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Franklin, authorizes the Mayor to enter into a contract with the following individuals and firms as 

described herein; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Business Disclosure Entity Certification and 

Determination of Value for the following individuals and firms be placed on file with this 

resolution, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following individuals and firms are awarded a contract 

for providing the professional services for the Borough of Franklin, as indicated: 

 

French & Parrello Associates is awarded a contract for providing engineering services for the 

Borough of Franklin for the year 2024, dated January 1, 2024 in the amount of $140.00 per hour 

with Denis Keenan as principal engineer.  

 

AS REQUIRED by N.J.S.A.40A:4-57, N.J.A.C.5:34-5.1 ET SEQ. I, Michelle LaStarza, CFO, 

Borough of Franklin, hereby certify to the Clerk, Mayor and Council, that a reasonable estimate of 

the Maximum Value of this Contract not to exceed $120,000.00, at this time.  Appropriation 

#01.201.20.165.020. 

 

Van Cleef Engineering Associates, LLC is awarded a contract for providing FMUA Water/Sewer 

systems engineer for the year 2024, dated January 1, 2024 in the amount of $147.00 per hour for a 

licensed engineer. 

 

AS REQUIRED by N.J.S.A.40A:4-57, N.J.A.C.5:34-5.1 ET SEQ. I, Michelle LaStarza, CFO, 

Borough of Franklin, hereby certify to the Clerk, Mayor and Council, that a reasonable estimate of 
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the Maximum Value of this Contract not to exceed $120,000.00, at this time.  Appropriation 

#09.201.55.502/503.042. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a notice of this action shall be published at least once in the New 

Jersey Herald. 

                

CERTIFICATION: I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a resolution 

duly adopted by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Franklin, at their meeting held on 

February 13, 2024, at 7:00p.m. in the Franklin Borough Municipal Building, 46 Main Street, 

Franklin, NJ. 

 

 

         _________________________________ 

  Darlene J. Tremont, Municipal Clerk 
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BOROUGH OF FRANKLIN 

 

ORDINANCE No. 03-2024 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF FRANKLIN, COUNTY 

OF SUSSEX, AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY MODIFYING   

THE HISTORIC PRESERVATON COMMISSION 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Franklin, County of Sussex, and State of 

New Jersey that the Franklin Borough Code is amended as follows: 

SECTION I.   Chapter 10 of the Code is hereby modified to replace Sections 10-11 through 10-13 as 

follows:  

Article III. Historic Preservation Committee 

§ 10-11. Membership; terms; meetings. 

A. The Historic Preservation Committee (HPC) is hereby established consisting of five regular members 

and two alternate members, each of whom shall be appointed by the Mayor, of the following three classes: 

(1) Class A: persons who are knowledgeable in building design and construction or in architectural history; 

(2) Class B: persons who are knowledgeable or have a demonstrated interest in local history; and 

(3) Class C: persons who are residents of the municipality. 

(4) There shall be at least one regular member from each class. 

(5) Alternate members shall meet the qualifications of Class C members and shall be designated "Alternate 

No. 1" and "Alternate No. 2" at the time of appointment. 

B. Terms of membership. 

(1) The term of each regular member shall be four years, and the term of each alternate member shall be 

two years. 

(2) Alternate members. Alternate members shall be designated at the time of their appointment as "Alternate 

No. 1" and "Alternate No. 2." 

(3) The term of any member in common with the Planning Board shall be for the term of membership on 

such Board. 

C. Role of alternate members. Alternate members may participate in discussions of the proceedings but 

may not vote except in the absence or disqualification of a regular member of any class. A vote shall not 

be delayed in order that a regular member may vote instead of an alternate member. In the event that a 

choice must be made as to which alternate member is to vote, Alternate No. 1 shall vote. 

D. Vacancies. If a vacancy shall occur otherwise than by expiration of term, it shall be filled by appointment 

for the unexpired term only. 

E. Compensation. Members of the HPC shall serve without compensation except that reimbursement of 

reasonable expenses in the execution of official duties may be made by the municipality. 

 

 



 

 

 

F. Removal. Any member may be removed by the governing body for cause but only after public hearing 

and other due process proceedings. 

G. Conflict. No member or alternate member of the HPC shall be permitted to act on any matter in which 

he or she has either directly or indirectly any personal or financial interest. No member who is so 

disqualified may act on that particular matter, shall not continue to sit with the Committee on the hearing 

of such matter, nor shall participate in any discussion or decision. 

H. Organization. The HPC shall elect from its members a Chairman and Vice Chairman and select a 

Secretary who may or may not be a member of the HPC or a municipal employee. 

I. Funding. The governing body shall make provisions in its budget and appropriate funds for the expenses 

of the Historic Preservation Committee. 

J. Rules and procedures. The HPC shall adopt and may amend internal rules and procedures for the 

transaction of its business subject to the following: 

(1) A quorum for any action by the HPC shall be three members. 

(2) All HPC minutes and records shall be public records. 

(3) All HPC meetings shall comply with the Open Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A. 10:4-7 et seq.). 

(4) HPC meetings shall be scheduled at least once every month or as often as required to fulfill its 

obligations to advise the Planning Board, governing body, or Construction Official. 

§ 10-12. Role. 

A. For applications that would otherwise not require Planning Board review, that are historic sites or in 

historic districts, the Zoning Officer shall refer the application to the HPC for a written report on the 

application and its compliance with the Borough's historic district regulations. This report shall be 

submitted to the Zoning Officer, who shall issue a written approval or denial based on the HPC report, 

pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-111. The report of the HPC shall also be provided to the applicant and the 

Planning Board. The report shall be sent to the Zoning Officer within 45 days of the referral to the HPC. 

Failure of HPC to report within the forty-five-day period shall constitute a determination that the application 

is consistent with the historic district regulations and that no condition on the issuance of the permit shall 

be imposed. 

B. For applications that require Planning Board review based on provisions of the Borough Land 

Development Ordinance that are historic sites or in historic districts, the application shall be referred to the 

HPC for a written report on the application and its compliance with the Borough's historic district 

regulations. This report shall be submitted to the Planning Board which shall make a final decision on the 

matter. The report of the HPC shall be sent to Planning Board and applicant within 45 days of the referral 

to the HPC or prior to the scheduled public hearing before the Board on the matter, whichever is sooner. 

Failure of the HPC to report shall constitute a determination that the application is consistent with the 

historic district regulations and that no condition shall be imposed on the issuance of any approval. 

C. An applicant may appeal any determination of the Zoning Officer to the Borough Planning Board. Said 

appeal shall occur within 45 days of the final determination by the Zoning Officer. 

D. The HPC shall advise the Planning Board from time to time through the process of amending the Historic 

Preservation Element of the Master Plan. 

 



 

 

 

E. The HPC shall recommend to the Planning Board guidelines for review to be utilized in determinations 

of historic landmark status and for review of development applications or permits affecting historic 

landmarks or improvements within historic districts. The Planning Board may recommend modifications 

of the guidelines. 

§ 10-13. Duties and responsibilities. 

The Historic Preservation Committee shall have the following duties and responsibilities: 

A. To prepare a survey or surveys of historic sites and districts pursuant to criteria established in such 

survey; 

B. To make recommendations to the Planning Board on the Historic Preservation Element of the Master 

Plan and on the implications of any other element on the preservation of historic sites and districts; 

C. To advise the Planning Board on the inclusion of historic sites in the recommended capital improvement 

program; 

D. To advise the Planning Board on applications for development; 

E. To provide written reports on the application of the zoning provisions of this article or other land 

development regulations on historic sites and districts; 

F. To provide technical assistance upon request to property owners on the preservation, restoration, and 

rehabilitation of historic structures; 

G. To carry out such other advisory, educational, and informational functions as will promote historic 

preservation in the municipality. 

SECTION II.  

All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of 

such inconsistencies. 

SECTION III 

If any article, section, subsection, paragraph, phrase or sentence is, for any reason, held to be 

unconstitutional or invalid, said article, section, subsection, paragraph, phrase or sentence shall be deemed 

severable. 

SECTION V 

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final publication as provided by law. 

 

ATTEST:      BOROUGH OF FRANKLIN  

 

_______________________________   _____________________________ 

Darlene J. Tremont, CLERK         John M. Sowden IV, MAYOR  

 

DATED:   

 



 

 

 

NOTICE 

 

 NOTICE is hereby given that the foregoing Ordinance was introduced to pass on first reading at a 

regular meeting of the Council of the Borough of Franklin held on February 13, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. and 

ordered published in accordance with the law.  Said Ordinance will be considered for final reading and 

adoption at a regular meeting of the Borough Council to be held on February 27, 2024, at 7:00 p.m., or as 

soon thereafter as the Borough Council may hear this Ordinance at the Municipal Building, 46 Main Street, 

Franklin, New Jersey 07416, at which time all persons interested may appear for or against the passage of 

said Ordinance. 

 

            

       Darlene J. Tremont 

       Municipal Clerk 

 

CERTIFICATION 

 

I, Darlene J. Tremont, Clerk of the Borough of Franklin, do hereby certify that the Borough of 

Franklin Council duly adopted the foregoing Ordinance on the _____ day of ________, 2024. 

 

 

_____________________________   _____________________________ 

Darlene J. Tremont, Clerk    John M. Sowden IV, Mayor 

Borough of Franklin 

 

Introduced:    

 

Adopted:  
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