
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

OF THE BOROUGH OF FRANKLIN 
HELD AT THE FRANKLIN MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

46 MAIN STREET, FRANKLIN, NJ 
MARCH 25, 2025 

 

Mayor Sowden called the meeting to order and requested the Borough Clerk to call 
the roll.  Upon roll call, the following members of the Governing Body were present:  
Mrs. Carnes, Mr. Formica, Mrs. Heath, Mr. Limon, Mr. Skellenger, Mr. Snyder and 
Mayor Sowden. 
 
Absent:  None  
 
Mayor Sowden led the assembly in the flag salute. 
 
Mayor Sowden stated "This meeting is being held in compliance with the 
provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et sequentes. It has 
been properly advertised by posting in Borough Hall and printed in the New Jersey 
Herald/Sunday New Jersey Herald on January 12, 2025, and posted on the Borough 
website, which adequate notice has been certified by the Clerk."  
 
PRESENTATIONS 
There were no presentations. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Mr. Limon commented that there is a MOA for the Teamsters for their vote on the 
agenda.  Thanked Patti Carnes, Rachel and Neil for helping out with this; it was  a 
fairly long process.  Mr. Limon will be meeting with Neil to setup another meeting. 
 
Mrs. Carnes commented that there was an EDC meeting.  Mrs. Carnes commented 
that based upon Facebook posts, Holy Chick (going into the old Burger King) is 
moving along.  She will reach out to them to let me know that once they have an 
opening date to let her know so a ribbon cutting can be set up. 
 
Mr. Snyder commented that there was a finance meeting last Tuesday and we 
discussed various items. 
 
Mrs. Heath commented that the applications for nominations for Senior of the Year 
will be available at the Senior Center.  May 3rd is the Spring Fling and April 5th is 
opening day for Wallkill Valley Little League. 
 
Mr. Skellenger commented that the MVC Mobile Unit will be at the pond on May 29th 
and there are still appointments available for registration renewal and duplicate titles. 
 
Mr. Formica commented that buildings and grounds and public utilities met 
yesterday with the engineer to discuss the paving schedule for this year.  We filed a 
grant with Corey Booker’s office and we are applying for Gottheimer’s office next. 
 
Mrs. Little had no report. 
 
Ms. Hooker had no report. 
 
Administrator Spidaletto commented that he and Councilman Formica met with the 
eagle scout and showed him the location across the street for his project.  The new 
street signs are being installed and the old ones will be held on to if a resident has 
any interest. 
 
Mayor Sowden commented that the new street signs look nice and he was thinking 
that maybe a sign can be added under the street sign name that signifies a code that 
someone can look up and see why the street was named what it is.  Mayor Sowden 
also commented that there was some brief discussion regarding the Edison School 
House/Hungarian Church.  Mayor Sowden commented that he is trying to start the 
discussions to figure out what some ideas might be for that building. 
 
Mrs. Heath commented that the building would be a perfect little museum. 
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Mayor Sowden commented that another idea that was brought up was to develop 
the building into some sort of a library. 
 
Mr. Snyder commented that he feels the same way as Councilwoman Heath.  Mr. 
Snyder does not want to see the building razed but its getting to the point where is 
going to have to be.  Maybe we put a time frame on it; we tried to do everything we 
could to get that there.  I think if we put a time frame on it and if nothing happens 
then we raze it. 
 
Mrs. Carnes commented that she has similar feelings.  If we were to do something 
with the building, how much money is it going to take to do it.  When is the last time 
anyone was inside the building to see the condition. 
 
Mayor Sowden commented that he was in the building 4-6 months ago.   
 
Mrs. Carnes commented she has concerns as to the roof, it has opened up, there 
are broken windows, the elements are getting inside, is there mold at this point.  I 
question how much of the tax payers money is it going to potentially take to do 
something with this building. 
 
Mayor Sowden commented that we talked about state funding and looking into 
different grants which are possible options but sometimes when it comes to the 
historical side of it and it needs to be a designation as historic that’s when the 
Council seems to stop short and not want to go forward with development. 
 
Mr. Skellenger asked if we have spoken to the District 24 office.  It is Mr. 
Skellenger’s understanding is that it does not require historic designation to apply for 
any grants. 
 
Mr. Formica commented that there are no grants available for this type of work. 
 
Mayor Sowden commented that at one time he ended up getting two grants, one 
from the 1772 Foundation and one from the Kirby Foundation, and that totaled about 
$35,000.  At that time the money was applied to different parts of the project.   He 
does not want an answer tonight; he is looking for suggestions on what to do with 
the building and if any grants become available. 
 
Mrs. Heath asked if there was a dollar amount that it would take to restore the 
building.  Mrs. Heath commented that she feels that tax payers money should not go 
into the repairs of the building.  Mrs. Heath commented that we could possibly do a 
referendum to ask the taxpayers if they want to use taxpayer money to fix the Edison 
School House/Hungarian Church. 
 
OPEN PUBLIC SESSION 
Mr. Skellenger made a motion to open the meeting to the public for anyone wishing 
to address the Governing Body.  Seconded by Mr. Snyder.  All were in favor. 
 
Mr. Richard Durina stepped forward.  Mr. Durina voiced concerns regarding the 
water.  Mr. Durina commented that we need a backup water supply and asked what 
the Council’s plan was. 
 
Mayor Sowden commented that we are trying to get a location on the north side of 
town and other locations for a new water supply. 
 
Mr. Durina asked what is the plan if the wells are not successful. 
 
Mayor Sowden commented that what may end of happening is that we may go into 
some kind of a joint agreement with a neighboring town. 
 
Mrs. Joanne Tatka stepped forward.  Mrs. Tatka asked if the town owns that 
building. 
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There being no one else present who wished to address the Governing Body, Mr. 
Snyder made a motion to close the meeting to the public, seconded by Mr. 
Skellenger.  All were in favor. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Mayor Sowden requested that all persons present review the consent agenda and 
offer any comments they may have at this time regarding the consent agenda. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE (ACCEPTANCE FOR FILING ONLY OF THE FOLLOWING): 
1. Town of Newton resolution to support publishing legal notices on official 

government websites. 
2. Township of Sparta resolution in support of a public referendum to appear on the 

November 4, 2025, General Election ballot to seek voter approval to continue the 
Sussex County Farmland Preservation, Recreation and Open Space Trust Fund 
for an additional 10-year time period. 

3. Stillwater Township resolution to support publishing legal notices on official 
government websites. 

 
REPORTS (ACCEPTANCE FOR FILING OF THE FOLLOWING): 
1. Water/Sewer Division Report – March 3 – March 7 
2. County Board of Health Report – February 2025 
3. Police Department Report – February 2025 
4. Water/Sewer Division Report – March 10 – March 14 
5. Road Department Report – February 25 – February 28 
6. Road Department Report – March 3 – March 7 
7. Road Department Report – March 10 – March 14 
8. Road Department Report – March 17 – March 21 
 
APPLICATIONS (APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING): 
1. None filed. 
 
RESOLUTIONS (APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING): 
1. Payment of bills for the meeting of March 25, 2025. 

 
Mr.  Limon made a motion to approve the consent agenda of March 25, 2025.  
Seconded by Mr. Formica. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: Skellenger 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
There was no old business for tonight’s portion of the meeting. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Approval of the Minutes  
Mr. Skellenger made a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes for March 11, 
2025.  (Absent: None) Seconded by Mrs. Heath. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 
 
Resolution 2025-33  
Mr. Skellenger made a motion to adopt Resolution 2025-33 authorizing participation 
in the Federal 1033 program effective January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2025.  
Seconded by Mr. Formica. 
 
Ms. Hooker commented that to prevent excess spending, any purchases made 
through this program it may be a good idea to amend the resolution to add all 
purchases requiring council approval or acquisitions over a certain amount requiring 
council approval. 
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Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 

 
Resolution 2025-34  
Mrs. Heath made a motion to adopt Resolution 2025-34 authorizing fireworks display 
in the Borough of Franklin on June 28, 2025 at the Franklin Pond Recreation Area.  
Seconded by Mr. Skellenger. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 

 
Resolution 2025-35  
Mrs. Heath made a motion to adopt Resolution 2025-35 regarding the temporary 
closure of Franklin Avenue, County Road 631.  Seconded by Mr. Skellenger. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 

 
Resolution 2025-36  
Mr. Formica made a motion to adopt Resolution 2025-36 authorizing the award of a 
required disclosure contract to Tony’s Flooring LLC for the Franklin Police 
Department.  Seconded by Mr. Skellenger. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 

 
Resolution 2025-37  
Mr. Limon made a motion to adopt Resolution 2025-37 authorizing a refund of an 
escrow for sewer connection in the amount of $3,381.00.  Seconded by Mr. Formica. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 

 
Resolution 2025-38  
Mr. Formica made a motion to adopt Resolution 2025-38 authorizing the award of a 
non-fair and open contract for appointing Community Grants Planning and Housing 
LLC (“CGP&H”) as affordable housing administrative agent at an amount not to 
exceed $10,300.  Seconded by Mr. Skellenger. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 

 
Resolution 2025-39  
Mr. Snyder made a motion to adopt Resolution 2025-39 extending the 2025 budget 
introduction and adoption dates.  Seconded by Mr. Formica. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 

 
Resolution 2025-40  
Mr. Limon made a motion to adopt Resolution 2025-40 approving the collective 
negotiations agreement with DPW Union.  Seconded by Mrs. Carnes. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 
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Introduction of Ordinance 02-2025  
Mr. Skellenger made a motion to introduce Ordinance 02-2025 entitled “AN 
ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF FRANKLIN, COUNTY OF SUSSEX AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AMENDING CHAPTER 119 OF THE CODE ENTITLED 
“FEES”.  Seconded by Mr. Formica. 

 
Mayor Sowden announced that the public hearing to be held on April 8, 2025. 
 
Mrs. Heath commented that she is happy to see that we will be relieving all the 
tenants and residents of Main Street from having to pay a yearly fee to park their 
cars. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 

 
Introduction of Ordinance 03-2025  
Mrs. Carnes made a motion to introduce Ordinance 03-2025 entitled “AN 
ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF FRANKLIN, COUNTY OF SUSSEX AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AMENDING CHAPTER 234 OF THE CODE ENTITLED 
STREETS AND SIDEWALKS”.  Seconded by Mr. Skellenger. 
 
Mayor Sowden announced that the public hearing to be held on April 8, 2025. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 

 
Approve Garden State Fireworks Agreement  
Mrs. Heath made a motion to approved the agreement with Garden State Fireworks 
for Fireworks Display for Franklin Day, to be held on June 28, 2025, in the amount of 
$13,200.00.  Seconded by Mrs. Carnes. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
There was no executive session. 
 
 
MISCELLANEOUS COMMENTS 
There were no miscellaneous comments. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further items for discussion by the Mayor and Council, Mrs. Heath 
made a motion to adjourn the meeting at  7:58p.m., seconded by Mr. Skellenger.  
All were in favor. 
 
 
             
       John M. Sowden IV, Mayor 
 
 
          
Colleen L. Little, Municipal Clerk 


