
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

OF THE BOROUGH OF FRANKLIN 
HELD AT THE FRANKLIN MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

46 MAIN STREET, FRANKLIN, NJ 
DECEMBER 17, 2024 

 

Council President Heath called the meeting to order and requested the Borough 
Clerk to call the roll.  Upon roll call, the following members of the Governing Body 
were present:  Mrs. Carnes, Mr. Formica, Mrs. Heath, Mr. Limon, Mr. Skellenger and 
Mr. Snyder. 
 
Absent:  Mayor Sowden  
 
Council President Heath led the assembly in the flag salute. 
 
Council President Heath stated "This meeting is being held in compliance with the 
provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et sequentes. It has 
been properly advertised by posting in Borough Hall and printed in the New Jersey 
Herald/Sunday New Jersey Herald on January 7, 2024, and posted on the Borough 
website, which adequate notice has been certified by the Clerk."  
 
PRESENTATIONS 
There were no presentations for tonight’s meeting. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Mr. Limon commented that there was a personnel committee meeting on Thursday. 
 
Mrs. Carnes had nothing to report. 
 
Mr. Snyder had nothing to report. 
 
Mr. Formica had nothing to report. 
 
Mr. Skellenger commented that he spoke to the CFO and they will meet after she 
closes out the year. 
 
Mr. Spidaletto commented that we are going to be moving forward with some 
upgrades here around Borough Hall.  We received quotes for the railing out front 
and installed locks on a couple doors upstairs for security purposes.  We have some 
protective glass coming in for the Zoning Office.  The grant writers, iParametrics, 
have been active.  Attended the luncheon at Black Bear with the seniors. 
 
Ms. Hooker had nothing to report. 
 
Mrs. Heath had nothing to report. 
 
OPEN PUBLIC SESSION 
Mr. Skellenger made a motion to open the meeting to the public for anyone wishing 
to address the Governing Body.  Seconded by Mr. Snyder.  All were in favor. 
 
Joanne Tatka stepped forward.  Ms. Tatka commented that she is glad to hear a 
railing is being installed in the front of the building.  Ms. Tatka asked if our wells were 
low.  Questioned the hiring of the DPW Employee, Philipp Greco, being hired at Step 
9 and asked if he had experience.  You are giving the grant writer $9,000, is that just 
to say they are being used by the Borough or is that $9,000 going towards 
something.  Questioned the resolution for the increase for Diana Falica and the 
resolution for the stipend.  Questioned the purchase of the vehicle from Hardyston.  
Questioned the promotion of the police officer.  Wished everyone a Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year. 
 
Carl Platvoet stepped forward.  Mr. Platvoet voiced concerns regarding the old Littell 
Property and the company is running skid steers back and forth across the road.  Mr. 
Platvoet has spoken to the Zoning Department, Police Department and has also 
spoken to the County in regards to the skid steers being driven back and forth 
across the road. 
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Michael Raperto stepped forward.  Mr. Raperto questioned if there is any progress 
on the old Speedway/Hess Property.  Mr. Raperto asked if we have any power from 
the town to reach out the property owner to ask to have EV charges installed in that 
property. 
 
Donald DeVore stepped forward.  Mr. DeVore commented that he thought the 
Historical Designation was going to be discussed tonight.  Mr. Devore commented 
that he was a traffic engineer with the County for some time and the Borough would 
be within its rights to insist on a Highway Traffic Safety Management Plan be 
adopted and if it’s not adhered to there are consequences.  Mr. DeVore asked what 
is purposed for the old Littell Site. 
 
Mr. Formica commented that they came before the planning board and the side with 
the stone finish was purposed to have garages underneath and apartments above.  
Across the street from there, they came in for a TCC Meeting with some ideas but it 
appears that it is being used as a storage site for the work being done on the other 
side. 
 
There being no one else present who wished to address the Governing Body, Mr. 
Snyder made a motion to close the meeting to the public, seconded by Mr. 
Skellenger.  All were in favor. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Heath requested that all persons present review the consent 
agenda and offer any comments they may have at this time regarding the consent 
agenda. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE (ACCEPTANCE FOR FILING ONLY OF THE FOLLOWING): 
1. Email from Jose Ortiz from JCP&L to follow up on the Franklin substation outage. 
2. SCMUA FY2025 Final Rate Schedule effective December 1, 2024. 
3. Letter dated December 4, 2024 from SCMUA in re: Estimated Annual Charge for 

FY2025. 
4. Resolution from the County of Sussex in support of immediate transparency by 

the State of New Jersey and Federal Authorities regarding drone activity 
throughout Sussex County and the State of New Jersey. 

 
REPORTS (ACCEPTANCE FOR FILING OF THE FOLLOWING): 
1. DPW Report – October 7 – October 11 
2. DPW Report – October 14 – October 18 
3. DPW Report – October 21 – October 25 
4. DPW Report – October 28 – November 1 
5. DPW Report – November 4 – November 8 
6. DPW Report – November 11 – November 15 
7. DPW Report – November 18 – November 22 
8. DPW Report – November 25 – November 29 
9. DPW Report – December 2 – December 6 
10. COH Report – November 2024 
11. Construction Permit List – November 2024 
12. Construction Permit Activity Report – November 2024 
13. Zoning Report – September - November 
 
APPLICATIONS (APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING): 
1. None filed. 
 
RESOLUTIONS (APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING): 
1. Resolution 2024-134 authorizing a budget transfer in the amount of $48,751.00. 
2. Payment of bills for the meeting of December 17, 2024. 
 
Mr.  Limon made a motion to approve the consent agenda of December 17, 2024.  
Seconded by Mr. Formica. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: Skellenger 
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OLD BUSINESS 
Mr. Snyder asked if there was an update on the painting of the roadways. 
 
Mr. Spidaletto commented that we just received the second quote and something 
will be put forth for the first meeting in January. 
 
Mr. Formica commented that he had a conversation with Jessica Caldwell and would 
like to see if the Council would be willing to relook at the Redevelopment Plan for the 
Zinc Mine property.  Mr. Formica has some concerns with the density and height of 
the one building. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Approval of the Minutes  
Mr. Limon made a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes for November 26, 
2024.  (Absent: Snyder) Seconded by Mr. Skellenger. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: Snyder 
 
Resolution 2024-126  
Mr. Limon made a motion to adopt Resolution 2024-126 appointing Diana Falica as 
certified Tax Collector effective January 1, 2025 at an annual salary of $58,800.  
Seconded by Mr. Skellenger. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 
 
Resolution 2024-127  
Mr. Limon made a motion to adopt Resolution 2024-127 approving a stipend to 
Diana Falica for an additional title of website master.  Seconded by Mr. Skellenger. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 

 
Resolution 2024-128  
Mr. Formica made a motion to adopt Resolution 2024-128 authorizing purchase of 
vehicle from Hardyston Township in the amount of $4,500.00.  Seconded by Mr. 
Skellenger. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: Limon 

 
Resolution 2024-129  
Mr. Formica made a motion to adopt Resolution 2024-129 to accept project as 
complete for concrete work on Hemlock Drive, Catlin Road and Junction Street.  
Seconded by Mr. Skellenger. 
 
Mr. Formica commented that Hemlock Drive is not complete. There is still a pending 
driveway that needs to be addressed. 
 
Mr. Skellenger made a motion to table Resolution 2024-129 for further clarification 
on the completion.  Seconded by Mr. Formica. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: Heath 

 
Resolution 2024-130  
Mr. Formica made a motion to adopt Resolution 2024-130 to approve the Franklin 
Fire Department 2025 Coin Toss Fundraisers on February 22nd and 23rd, April 26th 
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and 27th, July 19th and 20th and November 22nd and 23rd.  Seconded by Mr. 
Skellenger. 
 
Mr. Snyder commented on the area that the coin toss is being held and does not 
remember them being in that area.  Mr. Snyder commented that this is a tough area 
to hold the coin toss in. 
 
Mr. Skellenger made a motion to amend Resolution 2024-130 to remove the location 
where the coin toss is being held and leave the dates.  Seconded by Mr. Snyder.   
All were in favor. 
 
Mr. Skellenger made a motion to approve the amended resolution.  Seconded by Mr. 
Snyder. 
 
Upon roll call vote to approve amended resolution: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: Limon 
 
Resolution 2024-131  
Mrs. Carnes made a motion to adopt Resolution 2024-131 to approve appointing 
Neil Spidaletto, as Fund Commissioner for the Local Unit calendar year 2025 and 
Colleen Little as Alternate fund commissioner for the Local Unit calendar year 2025.  
Seconded by Mr. Skellenger. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 

 
Resolution 2024-132  
Mrs. Carnes made a motion to adopt Resolution 2024-132 to approve appointing 
Wayne Dietz, Skylands Risk Management, Inc. Franklin Borough’s Risk 
Management Consultant and Neil Spidaletto, Administrator as the authorized 
representative of the public entity and is hereby authorized to execute the Risk 
Management Consultant's Agreement for the year 2025.  Seconded by Mr. 
Skellenger. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 

 
Resolution 2024-133  
Mrs. Carnes made a motion to adopt Resolution 2024-133 authorizing iParametrics 
to file a grant application for Cork Hill Road.  Seconded by Mr. Skellenger. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 

 
Resolution 2024-135  
Mrs. Carnes made a motion to adopt Resolution 2024-135 regarding Police 
Department promotion (Letter of recommendation from Chief Cugliari included in 
council packet) Seconded by Mr. Formica. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 

 
Risk Management Consultant’s Agreement  
Mr. Snyder made a motion to approve the 2025 Fund Year Statewide Insurance 
Fund Risk Management Consultant’s Agreement.  Seconded by Mr. Formica. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 
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Shared Service Agreement for Deer Carcass Removal  
Mr. Snyder made a motion to approve the Shared Service Agreement through 
December 31, 2025, between Space Wild Animal Farm Inc. and the Borough of 
Franklin for deer carcass removal from Municipal Road rights-of-way at the rate of 
$27.00 per deer.  Seconded by Mr. Formica. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 

 
Franklin Quilters Request  
Mr. Snyder made a motion to approve the Franklin Recreation Committee 
Sponsored, “Franklin Quilters” request to waive the fees and to use the Senior 
Center for their meetings on the 3rd Saturday of every month for year 2025. 
(Recreation approved sponsorship at its December 5, 2024 meeting) Seconded by 
Mr. Formica. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 

 
American Legion Post 132 Request  
Mr. Snyder made a motion to waive the Municipal License Fee in the amount of 
$20.00 for the Off Premise Merchandise Raffle to be held on February 7, 2025.  
Seconded by Mr. Formica. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: Limon 

 
Discussion on 2025 Committees 
At this time a discussion was held regarding the 2025 Committees and who wanted 
to be on which committee. 

 
Discussion on County Route 631 Midblock Sidewalk Crossing 
Mr. Formica commented that this has been discussed in the past.  He gave some 
input from the County because he talked to their engineers; if we are in favor of it, 
they will cover half the cost of the sign.  They also said to apply for the safe routes to 
school grant. 
 
Mrs. Heath asked if the grant writers could do the grant for the safe routes to school. 
 
Mr. Formica commented that it was discussed to have a sign at the crosswalk.  If we 
could have another sign before the bend, so if you are coming off of Route 23 both 
signs will go off at the same time. 
 
Mr. Snyder asked if there were any photos taken of the area. 
 
Discussion on 2025 USDA Goose Agreement 
At this time there was a discussion on the agreement with the USDA regarding the 
geese. 
 
It was the consensus of the council to have the attorney draft a Resolution to enter in 
an agreement with the USDA for the January 14, 2025 for approval. 

 
Discussion on memo from J. Caldwell re: Affordable Housing Status 
Mr. Formica commented that Alison, from Jessica Caldwell’s office, gave a rundown 
of the restrictions that are coming for the affordable housing at the Planning Board 
Meeting last night. 
 
Discussion on 2025 Engineering Services 
At this the time there was a discussion regarding 2025 Engineering Services.  Mr. 
Formica commented that he would like to give VanCleef a try for the road engineer.  
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There are couple issues that he has been having with French and Parrello; not so 
much our engineer that has been working directly with us, but other aspects of the 
firm. 
 
Mr. Snyder asked if anything would be delayed with the projects that we are 
currently on. 
 
Mr. Formica commented that anything that is already started, French and Parrello 
would complete.   
 
It was the consensus of the Council to offer the Municipal Engineer to VanCleef 
Engineering. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS COMMENTS 
Everyone wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 
 
Mrs. Heath wished Mayor Sowden a speedy recovery. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further items for discussion by the Mayor and Council, Mr. 
Skellenger made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:07p.m., seconded by Mr. 
Formica.  All were in favor. 
 
 
             
       Rachel Heath, Council President 
 
 
          
Colleen L. Little, Municipal Clerk 


