
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

OF THE BOROUGH OF FRANKLIN 
HELD AT THE FRANKLIN MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

46 MAIN STREET, FRANKLIN, NJ 
JANUARY 14, 2025 

 

Mayor Sowden called the meeting to order and requested the Borough Clerk to call 
the roll.  Upon roll call, the following members of the Governing Body were present:  
Mrs. Carnes, Mr. Formica, Mrs. Heath, Mr. Limon, Mr. Skellenger, Mr. Snyder and 
Mayor Sowden. 
 
Absent:  None  
 
Mayor Sowden led the assembly in the flag salute. 
 
Mayor Sowden stated "This meeting is being held in compliance with the 
provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et sequentes. It has 
been properly advertised by posting in Borough Hall and printed in the New Jersey 
Herald/Sunday New Jersey Herald on January 12, 2025, and posted on the Borough 
website, which adequate notice has been certified by the Clerk."  
 
PRESENTATIONS 
There were no presentations for tonight’s meeting. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Mrs. Heath had nothing to report. 
 
Mr. Skellenger commented that the Motor Vehicle Commission’s Mobile Unit will be 
coming to Franklin Borough on Saturday, March 29, 2025 from 9am until 2pm.  
Appointments will be for real id’s, registration renewal and duplicate titles.  The 
appointments should open up about a month before. 
 
Mr. Formica commented that we are still looking into the hand railings to come into 
Borough Hall.  Jesse found a company that gave us a quote but we want to verify 
that they do returns back into the wall to prevent items from catching on it.  Mr. 
Formica commented that it was discussed last year a little bit about changing out 
two water fountains to get rid of bottles and go to electronic ones.  Mr. Formica 
would like to meet with the ordinance committee after this meeting. 
 
Mr. Limon commented that there was a personnel and negotiations committee 
meeting prior to this meeting regarding the public works contract. 
 
Mrs. Carnes commented that the EDC Committee met last Thursday and we have 
been talking about different things.  We will be reaching out to JC Promotions to 
follow up where we left off at the end of last year with possibly coming to two pond 
side markets this year.  We also talked about getting the business together on a 
quarterly basis, like a meet and greet.  We also talked about sending out 
questionnaires to the business owners.  Getting the word out about attending the 
meetings; you do not have to be a member to attend. 
 
Mr. Snyder commented that he would like to meet with the committees that he is on. 
 
Mr. Spidaletto commented that the road striping will be done closer to the spring due 
to the weather conditions.  Mr. Spidaletto commented that there are a couple of hire 
resolutions on the agenda for tonight for the DPW.  The grant writers have been 
hard at work submitting some grants; we have already submitted a couple on the fire 
side and we submitted the one for Cork Hill Road.  I have spoken to Councilman 
Formica about the Recreation Grant.  There was a personnel/negotiations meeting 
held prior to this meeting regarding the DPW Contract. 
 
Ms. Little commented that Congressman Gottheimer’s office will be doing mobile 
office before the next council meeting on January 28, 2025 starting at 6pm. 
 
Mr. Ursin had nothing to report. 
 
Mayor Sowden had nothing to report.   
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OPEN PUBLIC SESSION 
Mr. Snyder made a motion to open the meeting to the public for anyone wishing to 
address the Governing Body.  Seconded by Mr. Skellenger.  All were in favor. 
 
Ms. Eve Soares stepped forward.  Ms. Soares asked about the status of what is 
going on with the Zinc property. 
 
Mr. Ursin commented that the Council passed a redevelopment plan so that permits 
a certain amount of development with certain parameters.  The Council and any 
town official really have no role until an application is filed.  Whatever is going on 
right now is the property owner or developers due diligence in deciding on a plan 
moving forward. 
 
Ms. Soares commented that in reading the past minutes, she read that some roads 
that are considered not town owned that they are thinking of not plowing and she is 
wondering what particular roads they are. 
 
Mayor Sowden commented that as it stands right now, we are taking care of those 
roads until next spring and at that time we will have dialogue with people that live 
along those roads. 
 
Mr. Formica commented that it was found out that it is not actually a road but 
because of what you said with a rolling hill in the front, is the reason that our DPW is 
plowing that road for safety reasons to allow first responders access to those 
properties. 
 
Mr. Ursin commented for this year.  We should not be snow plowing a private road. 
 
Ms. Soares asked if there is a status on the Historical Designation. 
 
Mayor Sowden commented that there will be hearing. 
 
There being no one else present who wished to address the Governing Body, Mr. 
Snyder made a motion to close the meeting to the public, seconded by Mr. 
Skellenger.  All were in favor. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Mayor Sowden requested that all persons present review the consent agenda and 
offer any comments they may have at this time regarding the consent agenda. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE (ACCEPTANCE FOR FILING ONLY OF THE FOLLOWING): 
1. Township of Frankford Resolution demanding immediate transparency by the 

State of New Jersey and Federal Authorities regarding drone activity throughout 
Frankford Township, Sussex County and the State of New Jersey. 

2. Borough of Hopatcong Resolution regarding drone activity. 
3. Letter from SCMUA in re: Actual Annual Charge FY2024 and Quarterly Estimated 

Charge FY2025. 
4. Lafayette Township Resolution in support of immediate transparency by the State 

of New Jersey and Federal Authorities regarding drone activity throughout 
Sussex County and the State of New Jersey. 

5. Stillwater Township Resolution in support of immediate transparency by the State 
of New Jersey and Federal Authorities regarding drone activity throughout 
Stillwater Township, Sussex County and the State of New Jersey. 

6. Montague Township Resolution demanding immediate transparency by the State 
of New Jersey and Federal Authorities regarding drone activity throughout 
Montague Township, Sussex County and the State of New Jersey. 

7. Letter dated January 3, 2025 from Colleen L. Little to State of New Jesey 
Legalized Games of Change in re: 2024 annual raffle report 

 
REPORTS (ACCEPTANCE FOR FILING OF THE FOLLOWING): 
1. County Board of Health Report – November 2024. 
2. Police Department Report – November 2024 
3. Road Department Report – December 2nd – December 6th. 
4. Road Department Report – December 9th – December 13th. 
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5. Water/Sewer Report – December 9th – December 13th. 
6. Water/Sewer Report – December 16th – December 20th. 
7. Water/Sewer Report – December 23rd – December 27th. 
8. Municipal Court Report – December 2024. 
9. Water/Sewer Report – December 30th – January 3rd. 
 
APPLICATIONS (APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING): 
1. None filed. 
 
RESOLUTIONS (APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING): 
1. Resolution 2025-19 authorizing a budget transfer in the amount of $12,420.00. 
2. Payment of bills for the meeting of January 14, 2025. 
 
Mr.  Limon made a motion to approve the consent agenda of January 14, 2025.  
Seconded by Mrs. Heath. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: Skellenger 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
There was no old business for tonight’s portion of the meeting. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Approval of the Minutes  
Mr. Skellenger made a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes for December 
17, 2024.  (Absent: Mayor Sowden) Seconded by Mrs. Heath. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 
 
Resolution 2025-13  
Mr. Skellenger made a motion to adopt Resolution 2025-13 approving a temporary 
stipend in the amount of $62.50 per pay ($1,500 annually) to Diana Falica for 
additional duties of the recording of deposits.  Seconded by Mr. Limon. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 

 
Resolution 2025-14  
Mr. Formica made a motion to adopt Resolution 2025-14 to enter into cooperative 
service agreement between the Borough and United States Department of 
Agriculture Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service in an amount not to exceed 
$10,209.  Seconded by Mr. Skellenger. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 

 
Resolution 2025-15 
Mr. Formica made a motion adopt Resolution 2025-15 to accept project as complete 
for concrete work on Hemlock Drive, Catlin Road and Junction Street.  Seconded by 
Mr. Skellenger. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: Heath 
 
Resolution 2025-16  
Mr. Formica made a motion to adopt Resolution 2025-16 authorizing the hiring of 
Timothy Gould as a full time laborer for Department of Public Works Roads Division 
at $25.00 per hour.  Seconded by Mr. Skellenger. 
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Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 

 
Resolution 2025-17  
Mr. Skellenger made a motion adopt Resolution 2025-17 to approve the Franklin 
Fire Department 2025 Coin Toss Fundraisers on February 22nd and 23rd, April 26th 
and 27th, July 19th and 20th and November 22nd and 23rd at the intersection of State 
Route 23 North and South and Franklin Avenue.  Seconded by Mrs. Heath. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: Limon 
 
Resolution 2025-18  
Mr. Limon made a motion to adopt Resolution 2025-18 to authorize the hiring of a 
Laborer for snow removal on an as needed basis in the Department of Public Works 
at the rate of $24.83 per hour.  Seconded by Mr. Formica. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 

 
Introduction of Ordinance 01-2025  
Mr. Snyder made a motion to introduce Ordinance 01-2025 entitled “BOROUGH OF 
FRANKLIN SUSSEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY CALENDAR YEAR 2025 
ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS 
AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)  Seconded by Mr. 
Formica. 
 
Mayor Sowden announced that the public hearing will be held on January 28, 2025. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 
 
Peddlers Permit Application  
Mrs. Carnes made a motion to approve the peddler permit submitted by Joseph 
Obermeyer – solicitation for solar panels.  Seconded by Mr. Snyder. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 

 
Mayoral Appointment 
Mayor Sowden made the following appointment. 

 
Crossing Guard Hire 
Jeff Salerno as substitute crossing guard at the rate of $15.71/hr. effective January 
15, 2025, contingent upon successful physical and background check, as 
recommended by Rebecca Babcock, Crossing Guard Captain. 
 
Mr. Limon made a motion to confirm the mayors appointment of Jeff Salerno as a 
substitute crossing guard.  Seconded by Mrs. Heath. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 
 
Economic Development Consultant  
Mrs. Carnes made a motion to approve entering into a contract with Overcoat, LLC 
for Economic Development Consultant at a rate of $1,650 per month.  Seconded by 
Mr. Snyder. 
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Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 
 
MISCELLANEOUS COMMENTS 
Mr. Snyder asked if there was an update on the Rowett property.  Mr. Snyder asked 
if we are going to do anything with that building and other buildings throughout the 
town. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further items for discussion by the Mayor and Council, Mr. Snyder 
made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:32p.m., seconded by Mr. Skellenger.  
All were in favor. 
 
 
             
       John M. Sowden IV, Mayor 
 
 
          
Colleen L. Little, Municipal Clerk 


