
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

OF THE BOROUGH OF FRANKLIN 
HELD AT THE FRANKLIN MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

46 MAIN STREET, FRANKLIN, NJ 
MARCH 11, 2025 

 

Mayor Sowden called the meeting to order and requested the Borough Clerk to call 
the roll.  Upon roll call, the following members of the Governing Body were present:  
Mrs. Carnes, Mr. Formica, Mrs. Heath, Mr. Limon, Mr. Skellenger, Mr. Snyder and 
Mayor Sowden. 
 
Absent:  None  
 
Mayor Sowden led the assembly in the flag salute. 
 
Mayor Sowden stated "This meeting is being held in compliance with the 
provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et sequentes. It has 
been properly advertised by posting in Borough Hall and printed in the New Jersey 
Herald/Sunday New Jersey Herald on January 12, 2025, and posted on the Borough 
website, which adequate notice has been certified by the Clerk."  
 
PRESENTATIONS 
There were no presentations for tonight’s meeting. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Mr. Limon thanked Councilwoman Heath, Councilwoman Carnes and Administrator 
Spidaletto for meeting to discuss the public works contract.  The public works 
contract should be done soon. 
 
Mrs. Carnes commented that the EDC will be meeting this Thursday, March 13, 
2025 at 7pm. 
 
Mr. Snyder commented that we are going to have our first budget meeting this 
coming Tuesday. 
 
Mrs. Heath commented that opening day for Wallkill Valley Little League Baseball 
will be held on April 5, 2025.  The Easter Egg Hunt will be held on April 19, 2025 at 
10am.  There are 3,000 filled eggs that will be hunted.  Franklin Recreation will be 
receiving $1,000 from the Wallkill Valley Drug Alliance and they will use it for the 
Easter Egg Hunt and Halloween Events.  The Senior Spring Fling will be May 3, 
2025 and the theme this year is Cinco de Mayo.  Franklin Nite is Saturday, June 2, 
2025 from 3pm-9pm and there will be entertainment, food and fireworks.  There are 
several more events being discussed.  Mrs. Heath had the pleasure of attending a 
Franklin Municipal Court Session (not mandated).  First a “virtual court session” was 
held, followed by an in-person court session.  They had a full docket, with many 
challenges.  I was able to see the process and how Judge Gavan, Prosecutor 
Timothy Profeta, Lori Mitchener and Suzann Brush worked well together. 
 
Mr. Skellenger commented that the Mobile Unit for Motor Vehicle will be here on 
March 29, 2025, all the Real-ID appointments are gone, there are still duplicate titles 
and registration renewal appointments.  Mr. Skellenger commented that the Grants 
are up on the website. 
 
Mr. Formica commented that the ordinance committee met and went over quite a 
few ordinances and they will be brought for introduction soon.  We have officially 
filed for the AARP Grant.  Also, with the Recreation, we were going over finances 
and we realized that $25,000 was never put back into the Millie Harden fund.  The 
CFO said that if we do just a simple vote to transfer the money from the one account 
to the other she will move it back to the account. 
 
Mr. Formica made a motion to transfer the $25,000 back into the Millie Harden Fund.  
Seconded Mrs. Carnes. 
 
Mayor Sowden asked if there is a reason we are doing this. 
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Mr. Formica commented that when Debbie was here, she put most of the money 
back but left $25,000 incase of anything unexpected at the end. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 
 
Mrs. Little had nothing to report. 
 
Mr. Ursin had nothing to report. 
 
Administrator Spidaletto commented that he spoke to Jesse and we are going to 
start moving forward with the line striping.  The cross acceptance plan that we 
discussed at the last meeting is in motion.  Mr. Ursin and Madison filed some 
rebuttals to the NJ Builders Association on the Affordable Housing Process. 
 
Mayor Sowden commented that he would like for the Council to make some kind a 
decision about the Edison School House/Hungarian Church that has been sitting 
there.  This will be brought back up at the next council meeting for discussion as to 
what the thoughts and ideas and beliefs of the Council are. 
 
OPEN PUBLIC SESSION 
Mr. Skellenger made a motion to open the meeting to the public for anyone wishing 
to address the Governing Body.  Seconded by Mr. Formica.  All were in favor. 
 
Dawne Rowe stepped forward.  Ms. Rowe commented that the grant page on the 
website looks great. 
 
There being no one else present who wished to address the Governing Body, Mr. 
Skellenger made a motion to close the meeting to the public, seconded by Mrs. 
Heath.  All were in favor. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Mayor Sowden requested that all persons present review the consent agenda and 
offer any comments they may have at this time regarding the consent agenda. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE (ACCEPTANCE FOR FILING ONLY OF THE FOLLOWING): 
1. Frankford Township letter to Senator Space and Assembly members Dawn 

Fantasia and Michael Inganamort in regard to State Land Management 
Concerns. 

2. Hampton Township resolution urging Sussex County Board of County 
Commissioners to authorize a public referendum to appear on the November 4, 
2025 general election ballot seeking voter approval to continue Sussex County 
Farmland Preservation, Recreation and Open Space Trust Fund for an additional 
10-year time period. 

3. JCP&L statement regarding the BPU BGS rate increase on generation charges. 
4. Township of Lafayette resolution to support publishing legal notices on official 

government websites. 
 
REPORTS (ACCEPTANCE FOR FILING OF THE FOLLOWING): 
1. Water/Sewer Operations Report – February 17 – February 21 
2. Water/Sewer Operations Report – February 24 – February 28 
3. Municipal Court Report – February 2025 
4. Construction Permit Summary Report – February 2025 
5. Permit List – February 2025 
6. COH Report – February 2025 
 
APPLICATIONS (APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING): 
1. None filed. 
 
RESOLUTIONS (APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING): 
1. Payment of bills for the meeting of March 11, 2025. 
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Mr.  Formica made a motion to approve the consent agenda of March 11, 2025.  
Seconded by Mr. Limon. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: Skellenger 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Eagle Scout Project 
Mr. Formica commented that Michael Christensen is getting close on the installation.  
The old sign used to be across the street but what we’re looking at is, with the size 
of it, it will affect the sight triangle if we were to put it in the lower left corner.  If we 
put it on the right side, would it block the monument.  What we’re thinking as another 
option is over by the pond where you first pull in you have the water fountain over to 
the right, if we were to put it by the water fountain it would face Franklin Avenue. 
 
Mayor Sowden commented that his original idea was to put the sign behind the 
steps as you go up to the monument. 
 
The consensus of the Governing Body was to have the Eagle Scout install the 
structure in the flat area by the stairs. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Approval of the Minutes  
Mr. Skellenger made a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes and executive 
session meeting minutes for February 25, 2025.  (Absent: None) Seconded by Mrs. 
Heath. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 
 
Resolution 2025-29  
Mrs. Carnes made a motion to adopt resolution 2025-29 amending Resolution 2024-
81 approving the renewal of liquor license #1906-33-004-008.  Seconded by Mr. 
Skellenger. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 

 
Resolution 2025-30  
Mrs. Carnes made a motion to adopt resolution 2025-30 to approve the Governor’s 
Council on alcoholism and drug abuse fiscal grant cycle FY2026.  Seconded by Mr. 
Skellenger. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 

 
Resolution 2025-31  
Mr. Skellenger made a motion to adopt resolution 2025-31 authorizing compliance 
with the United States Equal Employment Opportunity Commission’s enforcement 
guidance on the consideration of arrest and conviction in employment decisions 
under Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.  Seconded by Mrs. Carnes. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 

 
Resolution 2025-32  
Mr. Snyder made a motion to adopt resolution 2025-32 to authorize a refund for 
peddler permit fee in the amount of $720.00.  Seconded by Mr. Skellenger. 
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Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 

 
Child Abuse Prevention Month Proclamation  
Mr. Formica made a motion to adopt the Proclamation proclaiming April as Child 
Abuse Prevention Month.  Seconded by Mr. Skellenger. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
There was no executive session. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS COMMENTS 
There were no miscellaneous comments. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further items for discussion by the Mayor and Council, Mrs. Heath 
made a motion to adjourn the meeting at  7:37p.m., seconded by Mr. Skellenger.  
All were in favor. 
 
 
             
       John M. Sowden IV, Mayor 
 
 
          
Colleen L. Little, Municipal Clerk 


