MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE
MAYOR AND COUNCIL
OF THE BOROUGH OF FRANKLIN
HELD AT THE FRANKLIN MUNICIPAL BUILDING
46 MAIN STREET, FRANKLIN, NJ
MAY 13, 2025

Council President Skellenger called the meeting to order and requested the Borough
Clerk to call the roll. Upon roll call, the following members of the Governing Body
were present: Mrs. Carnes, Mr. Formica, Mrs. Heath, Mr. Limon, Mr. Skellenger, Mr.
Snyder.

Absent: Mayor Sowden

Council President Skellenger led the assembly in the flag salute.

Council President Skellenger stated "This meeting is being held in compliance with
the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et sequentes. It has
been properly advertised by posting in Borough Hall and printed in the New Jersey
Herald/Sunday New Jersey Herald on January 12, 2025, and posted on the Borough
website, which adequate notice has been certified by the Clerk."

PRESENTATIONS

Amber, Harm Reduction Center Coordinator and Jess from the Center for
Prevention and Counseling spoke to the council about placing a vending machine in
Frankin Borough that holds harm reduction supplies. There are three other vending
machines that are confirmed. They have been working with the Mayor of Hopatcong
and confirmed that one will be going in at the Senior Center there. They have been
working with the Chief of Police in Vernon and Newton and have placed machines at
local places of business. In Sparta, there will be a vending machine placed at the
Sparta Public Library. The machine is completely free and focuses on making it a
community initiative so that anybody can benefit from utilizing the vending machine.
They explained what types of supplies would be in the vending machine.

It was the consensus of the Council to have the public safety committee meet with
the Police Chief to discuss the location of the vending machine.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Mr. Limon commented that the public works met and Concetto will give that report.
A personnel meeting has not been set; one will be set up when needed.

Mrs. Carnes commented that the EDC Committee met this past Thursday and we
discussed some of the buildings in town. The new restaurant (Holy Chick) that is
going in the old Burger King may be opening in June. Michelle Babcock will be
reaching out to the owners of the old Speedway and try to get it freshened up.

Mr. Snyder had nothing to report.

Mr. Skellenger commented that the real estate committee is waiting on something
from the tax assessor, then he will have the committee meeting to discuss potential
properties for sale.

Mr. Formica commented that public works and buildings and grounds met before
and discussed the roof of this building and the drainage repairs.

Mrs. Heath commented that the annual Spring Fling was held on Saturday and they
honored the new senior of the year, David “Stolly” Stoll.

Mrs. Little had nothing to report.

Mr. Spidaletto commented that he, Mr. Formica and the grant writers are pursuing a
grant for a pickleball court.

Mr. Ursin commented that at the last meeting Ordinance 05-2025, Zinc Mine
Redevelopment Site, was introduced and it has been advertised for the meeting on
May 27, 2025 for adoption and that is also the budget meeting and given the fact the
Zinc Mine Redevelopment Site may have some interest and typically the budget
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meeting has more than average interest. Mr. Ursin suggested to make a motion to
move the second reading for Ordinance 05-2025 to the June 9, 2025 meeting. If you
were to do that, you would be directing your Clerk to do two things; re-notice it so
that the notice will specifically state that the adoption will be on June 9™ not May 27%
and also on the May 27" agenda it will state that the adoption was moved to June
oth,

Mr. Skellenger made a motion to move the second reading for Ordinance 05-2025 to
the June 9, 2025. Seconded by Mrs. Heath.

Upon roll call vote:
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None

OPEN PUBLIC SESSION
Mr. Skellenger made a motion to open the meeting to the public for anyone wishing
to address the Governing Body. Seconded by Mr. Formica. All were in favor.

Ms. Regina Bozza stepped forward. Ms. Bozza voiced concerns regarding her
driveway and stormwater drainage issues at her property.

Ms. Joanne Tatka stepped forward. Ms. Tatka commented that the railing on the
front of building looks nice, it's nice to see that the fountain is working at the pond,
the veterans honor board is up and saw a road department worker cleaning leaves
from the drain. Ms. Tatka asked if there was a figure for the 15t quarter cannabis tax
that was collected.

Ms. Bozza read a statement from the New Jersey Rules and Regulations for
stormwater drainage.

Mr. Ursin commented that the engineer has already determined that the town’s done
nothing unreasonable by repaving the road and if you have a solution you are going
to have to do it on your property, you are going to have to hire an engineer to
engineer it on your property.

Ms. Dawne Rowe stepped forward. Ms. Rowe commended the Center for
Prevention and Counseling for their work. Ms. Rowe asked for a second public
session or move the public session to the end of the meeting.

There being no one else present who wished to address the Governing Body, Mr.
Skellenger made a motion to close the meeting to the public, seconded by Mr.
Snyder. All were in favor.

CONSENT AGENDA

Council President Skellenger requested that all persons present review the consent
agenda and offer any comments they may have at this time regarding the consent
agenda.

CORRESPONDENCE (ACCEPTANCE FOR FILING ONLY OF THE FOLLOWING):

1. SCMUA Sewage Flows for January, February and March 2025.

2. NJDOT Notification regarding horizontal curve safety sign program.

3. County of Sussex resolution establishing the percentage of 100% as the ration of
assessed value to true value of real property within Sussex County.

4. Final Equalization Table for Sussex County for the year 2025.

REPORTS (ACCEPTANCE FOR FILING OF THE FOLLOWING):
County Board of Health report — March 2025

Police Department Report — March 2025

DPW Report — April 14 — April 18

DPW Report — April 21 — April 25

DPW Report — April 28 — May 2

Municipal Court Report — April 2025

Construction Permit Activity Report — April 2025

Permit List — April 2025

ONOORWNE
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9. COH Report — April 2025

APPLICATIONS (APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING):
1. None filed.

RESOLUTIONS (APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING):
1. Payment of bills for the meeting of May 13, 2025.

Mr. Formica made a motion to approve the consent agenda of May 13, 2025.
Seconded by Mr. Limon.

Upon roll call vote:
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Snyder
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: Skellenger

OLD BUSINESS
There was no old business for tonight’s portion of the meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

Approval of the Minutes

Mr. Skellenger made a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes for April 22,
2025. (Absent: None) Seconded by Mrs. Carnes.

Upon roll call vote:
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None

Resolution 2025-50
Mr. Skellenger made a motion to adopt resolution 2025-50 resolution calling for the
restoration of Energy Taxes to municipalities. Seconded by Mrs. Heath.

Upon roll call vote:
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None

Resolution 2025-51

Mr. Skellenger made a motion to adopt resolution 2025-51 approving the coin toss
fundraiser from the American Legion Auxiliary to be held on May 31, 2025.
Seconded by Mrs. Heath.

Upon roll call vote:
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None

Introduction of Ordinance 06-2025

Mr. Formica made a motion to introduce ordinance 06-2025 entitled “SETTING
RANGE FOR SALARIES OF CERTAIN OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE
BOROUGH OF FRANKLIN, COUNTY OF SUSSEX AND STATE OF NEW
JERSEY”. Seconded by Mr. Skellenger.

Council President Skellenger announced that the public hearing will be held on May
27, 2025.

Upon roll call vote:
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: Snyder

Peddler Permit Application
Mrs. Heath made a motion to approve the peddler permit submitted by Juan Zerna
for the sale of ice cream. Seconded by Mr. Formica.

Upon roll call vote:
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Snyder
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: Skellenger
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American Legion Post 132 request

Mr. Skellenger made a motion to approve the request of the American Legion Post
132 to hold their Memorial Day Parade on May 26, 2025; parade line up will start at
the Legion Post at 10:15am, parade starts at 10:45am. Seconded by Mr. Snyder.

Upon roll call vote:
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None

Personnel Settlement Agreement

Mr. Ursin commented that the council has reviewed this matter in closed session at
a previous meeting. A settlement agreement with a former employee and the
council has indicated it agrees, in closed session, with the settlement agreement.
The settlement agreement requires a vote on the record.

Mrs. Heath made a motion to approve the settlement agreement that was agreed
upon in closed session. Seconded by Mr. Limon.

Upon roll call vote:
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger
Nays: Snyder Absent: None Abstentions: None

Discussion on Ordinance 04-2025

Mr. Ursin commented that as the Council is aware; the Council passed ordinance
04-2025 at a previous meeting. The procedure is that is goes to the Mayor for
signature before it gets published and becomes law. If the Mayor declines to the
ordinance, it's essentially a veto, and if the ordinance is not signed it comes back to
the Council and the Council could vote to approve ordinance 04-2025 and then it will
essentially override the Mayor’s failure to sign it and become an ordinance.

Mr. Skellenger made a motion to approve ordinance 04-2025. Seconded by Mr.
Formica.

Upon roll call vote:
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None

EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was no executive session.

MISCELLANEOUS COMMENTS
There were no miscellaneous comments.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further items for discussion by the Mayor and Council, Mr.
Skellenger made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:46p.m., seconded by Mr.
Snyder. All were in favor.

Stephen Skellenger, Council President

Colleen L. Little, Municipal Clerk



