
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

OF THE BOROUGH OF FRANKLIN 
HELD AT THE FRANKLIN MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

46 MAIN STREET, FRANKLIN, NJ 
MAY 27, 2025 

 

Mayor Sowden called the meeting to order and requested the Borough Clerk to call 
the roll.  Upon roll call, the following members of the Governing Body were present:  
Mrs. Carnes, Mr. Formica, Mrs. Heath, Mr. Limon, Mr. Skellenger, Mr. Snyder and 
Mayor Sowden. 
 
Absent:  None  
 
Mayor Sowden led the assembly in the flag salute. 
 
Mayor Sowden stated "This meeting is being held in compliance with the 
provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et sequentes. It has 
been properly advertised by posting in Borough Hall and printed in the New Jersey 
Herald/Sunday New Jersey Herald on January 12, 2025, and posted on the Borough 
website, which adequate notice has been certified by the Clerk."  
 
PRESENTATIONS 
There were no presentations for tonight’s meeting. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Mr. Limon commented that there was a personnel meeting and we discussed the 
possibility of entering into an interlocal with Lafayette with a finance employee and 
we are looking into seasonal temporary outside workers and this Wednesday at 7pm 
there is a Historical Meeting. 
 
Mrs. Carnes had nothing to report. 
 
Mr. Snyder commented that we are adopting the budget and thanked everyone 
involved with the process. 
 
Mr. Formica had nothing to report. 
 
Mr. Skellenger had nothing to report. 
 
Mrs. Heath commented that the Carnival is being held from June 18 – June 22 and 
June 28th is Franklinite.  Thanked the budget committee and Michelle for the work on 
the budget. 
 
Ms. Hooker had nothing to report. 
 
Mrs. Little commented that the 1st quarter cannabis tax amount was $269,887.43. 
 
Mr. Spidaletto commented that the Foodshed Alliance is interested in doing the pop-
up produce market the 2nd Monday of the month from July-October.  Reminded the 
Council that the next meeting is Monday, June 9th and thanked the CFO and 
Auditors for the work on the budget. 
 
Mayor Sowden thanked the budget committee and all those involved in the budget 
process. 
 
OPEN PUBLIC SESSION 
Mrs. Heath made a motion to open the meeting to the public for anyone wishing to 
address the Governing Body.  Seconded by Mr. Skellenger.  All were in favor. 
 
Ms. Joanne Tatka stepped forward.  Ms. Tatka commented that she has questions 
regarding the property that the council wants to open up for possible construction. 
Ms. Tatka asked if the properties were for sale. 
 
Mayor Sowden commented that the property is owned by the school. 
 
Ms. Tatka asked why is the council acting on it. 
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Mayor Sowden commented  that it was a deal that was done years ago where the 
Borough gave the property to the Board of Education and if the Board of Education 
was not going to use the property, then what would happen is it would revert back to 
the Borough of Franklin and anytime were in a situation where we are redeveloping 
land, that is something that has to come to Mayor and Council and then go the 
Planning Board. 
 
Ms. Tatka commented that the one property is on Route 23, that is below the tennis 
courts and questioned which other lots are included. 
 
Mayor Sowden commented that it is the field where the solar panels are. 
 
Ms. Tatka commented that on the map that is with the resolution the property is 
listed as block 1401 lot 3 but on the resolution, it is showing different block and lots. 
 
Ms. Eve Zierold-Soares stepped forward.  Ms. Soares commented that she was at 
the last planning meeting when it was found out that an application was filed for the 
zinc mine site and asked if the amendment was to the zinc mine site was null and 
void now. 
 
Mayor Sowden commented that we are developing another plan for it; that’s the 
amendment.  That will be coming out on June 9th. 
 
Ms. Soares asked if someone is still looking into the pros and cons regarding the 
historical designation for the town. 
 
Mayor Sowden commented that it is still being worked on. 
 
Ms. Soares asked why land is being cleared at the end of Mountain View Road. 
 
Ms. Soares asked why the answers to the questions that are asked during public 
session are not included in the minutes. 
 
There being no one else present who wished to address the Governing Body, Mr. 
Snyder made a motion to close the meeting to the public, seconded by Mr. 
Skellenger.  All were in favor. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Mayor Sowden requested that all persons present review the consent agenda and 
offer any comments they may have at this time regarding the consent agenda. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE (ACCEPTANCE FOR FILING ONLY OF THE FOLLOWING): 
1. Franklin Band Spring Concert Sunday, June 1, 2025 at 2pm at the Franklin 

Borough School 
2. Resolution from the County of Sussex consenting to a temporary closure of 

CR631 in Franklin Borough for a Fireworks display event on June 28, 2025. 
 
REPORTS (ACCEPTANCE FOR FILING OF THE FOLLOWING): 
1. Road Department Report – May 5 – May 9 
2. Water/Sewer Report – May 5 -May 9 
3. County Board of Health Report – April 2025 
4. Road Department Report – May 12 – May 16 
5. Police Department Report – April 2025 
 
APPLICATIONS (APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING): 
1. None filed. 
 
RESOLUTIONS (APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING): 
1. Payment of bills for the meeting of May 27, 2025. 
 
Mr.  Limon made a motion to approve the consent agenda of May 27, 2025.  
Seconded by Mrs. Carnes. 
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Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
There was no old business for tonight’s portion of the meeting. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Public Hearing on the 2025 CY Municipal Budget 
Michelle LaStarza, CFO stepped forward.  Ms. LaStarza commented that for the 
2025 budget, the current fund is a total of $9,131,246.70 and water sewer is 
$3,289,279.  For current fund the tax rate is .76 for 2025 compared to .830 for 2024, 
the reason it was decreased is because we had a big increase in net valuation 
taxable (it was $48,000,000, $2 million was from construction and $46 million was 
from a rolling revaluation plan that we have) so I had to take last year’s average 
value of $271,466 and raise it to $487,285 so therefore we had to increase some 
items in the budget to lower the tax rate only because of the increase.  We used 
some extra money from cannabis for that purpose. 
 
Mr. Brian Ko of Nisivoccia stepped forward.  Mr. Ko commented that you have a 
fiscally responsible budget, that is compliant with both the tax levy cap and the 
appropriations cap.  The budget will allow you to maintain your healthy fund balance 
while minimizing the tax impact.  Your cannabis tax is helping offset your inflationary 
costs. 
 
Mayor Sowden requested a motion to open the meeting to the public for public 
comments on the 2025 CY Municipal Budget.  Mr. Skellenger made a motion to 
open the meeting to the public for comments on the budget.  Seconded by Mr. 
Snyder.  All were in favor. 
 
There being no one present who wished to address the Governing Body, Mr. 
Formica made a motion to close the meeting to the public for comments on the 
budget, seconded by Mr. Snyder.  All were in favor. 

 
Resolution 2025-52  
Mr. Formica made a motion to adopt Resolution 2025-52 to adopt the 2025 CY 
Municipal Budget.  Seconded by Mrs. Heath. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 
 
Approval of the Minutes  
Mrs. Heath made a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes for May 13, 
2025.  (Absent: Mayor Sowden) Seconded by Mr. Skellenger. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 

 
Resolution 2025-53  
Mr. Skellenger commented that he appreciates John Ursin’s email from this morning 
but with the confusion of the lot, Mr. Skellenger feels this resolution should be tabled 
and discussed at the next meeting. 
 
Mrs. Carnes commented that there is some history around this and she would like to 
get greater up to speed on what has transpired. 
 
Mr. Formica made a motion to table Resolution 2025-53, until the next meeting, 
authorizing the Planning Board to conduct a preliminary investigation of conditions of 
Block 1010, Lot 11 and a portion of Block 1010, Lot 1 to determine if such area 
meets the criteria to be declared a non-condemnation area in need of 
redevelopment.  Seconded by Mrs. Carnes. 
 
 



MAYOR & COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES MAY 27, 2024 
 

 

 4 
 

Upon roll call vote to table: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Limon, Skellenger, Snyder 
Nays: None Absent: None Abstentions: None 

 
Adoption of Ordinance 05-2025 entitled “AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
FRANKLIN, COUNTY OF SUSSEX AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY ADOPTING AN 
AMENDED “ZINC MINE” REDEVELOPMENT PLAN PREPARED BY J. CALDWELL 
& ASSOCIATES DATED MARCH 11, 2024 (AS REVISED MAY 31, 2024 AND 
APRIL 17, 2024). 

 
AS PER NOTICE PUBLISHED IN THE NEW JERSEY ON SUNDAY, MAY 18, 
2025, THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR THIS ORDINANCE WAS MOVED TO THE 
MEETING OF JUNE 9, 2025. 

 
Adoption of Ordinance 06-2025  
Mr. Snyder made a motion to adopt Ordinance 06-2205 entitled “SETTING RANGE 
FOR SALARIES OF CERTAIN OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH 
OF FRANKLIN, COUNTY OF SUSSEX AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY”.  Seconded 
by Mr. Skellenger. 
 
Prior to final roll call Mayor Sowden requested a motion to open the meeting to the 
public for Ordinance 06-2025.  Mr. Formica made a motion to open the meeting to 
the public for Ordinance 06-2025.  Seconded by Mr. Skellenger.  All were in favor. 
 
There being no one present who wished to address the governing body, Mr. 
Skellenger made a motion to close the meeting to the public for Ordinance 06-2025, 
seconded by Mr. Formica.  All were in favor. 
 
Upon roll call vote: 
Ayes: Carnes, Formica, Heath, Skellenger 
Nays: Limon Absent: None Abstentions: Snyder 
 
Mayoral Appointment 
Mayor Sowden made the following appointment. 

 
Recreation Committee 
Lisa Wagoner, Member (3-yr. unexpired term) Expires 12/31/2025 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
There was no executive session. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS COMMENTS 
There were no  miscellaneous comments. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further items for discussion by the Mayor and Council, Mr. 
Skellenger made a motion to adjourn the meeting at  7:30p.m., seconded by Mrs. 
Heath.  All were in favor. 
 
 
             
       John M. Sowden IV, Mayor 
 
 
          
Colleen L. Little, Municipal Clerk 


