
















Borough of Franklin, County of Sussex 

Resolution #2026-18 
 

 

AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF NON-FAIR AND OPEN CONTRACTS FOR 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

 

WHEREAS, there exists a need for engagement of various professional services for the Borough of 

Franklin as a non-fair and open contract pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5, and 

 

WHEREAS, the purchasing agent has determined and certified in writing that the value of the 

acquisition will exceed $17,500; and 

 

WHEREAS, the anticipated term of the following contracts are set forth below; and 

 

WHEREAS, the following individuals and firms have submitted a proposal indicating they will 

provide the professional services described below for the stated price said proposal; and 

 

WHEREAS, the following individuals and firms have completed and submitted a Business Entity 

Disclosure Certification which certifies that the following individuals have not made any reportable 

contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of Franklin in the previous year, 

and that the contract will prohibit the following individuals and firms from making any reportable 

contributions through the term of the contract, and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Franklin, authorizes the Mayor to enter into a contract with the following individuals and firms as 

described herein; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Business Disclosure Entity Certification and 

Determination of Value for the following individuals and firms be placed on file with this 

resolution, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following individuals and firms are awarded a contract 

for providing the professional services for the Borough of Franklin, as indicated: 

 

Schenck Price is awarded a contract for providing general legal services to the Borough of Franklin 

for the year 2026, dated January 5, 2026 in the amount of $185.00 per hour, a retainer of $5,500 per 

month with John Ursin named as Municipal Attorney. 

 

AS REQUIRED by N.J.S.A.40A:4-57, N.J.A.C.5:34-5.1 ET SEQ. I, Michelle LaStarza, CFO, 

Borough of Franklin, hereby certify to the Clerk, Mayor and Council, that a reasonable estimate of 

the Maximum Value of this Contract not to exceed $120,000. 

    

CERTIFICATION: I, Colleen L. Little, Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Franklin, in the 

County of Sussex, State of New Jersey do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct 

copy of a Resolution adopted by the Governing Body of the Borough of Franklin, County of 

Sussex, State of New Jersey at their Reorganization Meeting held on January 13, 2026, at 6:00PM. 

 

 

         _________________________________ 

  Colleen L. Little, Municipal Clerk 
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RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

COUNCIL MEMBER AYES NAYES ABSTAIN ABSENT 

PATRICIA CARNES     

CONCETTO FORMICA     

RACHEL HEATH     

JOSEPH LIMON     

STEPHEN SKELLENGER     

GILBERT SNYDER     

MAYOR SOWDEN (Tie Only)     

 



Borough of Franklin, County of Sussex 

Resolution #2026-19 

 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FRANKLIN, COUNTY OF SUSSEX, STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY, ESTABLISHING THE BID THRESHOLD 

 

WHEREAS, effective July 1, 2025, the Governor of the State of New Jersey has adjusted the bid 

threshold for awarding contracts under the Local Public Contracts Law.  The change in the bid threshold 

allows municipalities with a Qualified Purchasing Agent to increase their bid threshold up to $53,000 

and 

 

WHEREAS N.J.S.A. 40A:11-3a permits an increase in the bid threshold if a Qualified Purchasing Agent 

is appointed as well as granted the authorization to negotiate and award such contracts below the bid 

threshold and  

 

WHEREAS N.J.A.C. 5:34-5 et seq. establishes the criteria for qualifying as a Qualified Purchasing 

Agent and 

 

WHEREAS Robert M. Dolan of RMD Associates LLC was appointed the Borough of Franklin 

Qualified Purchasing Agent by the adoption of Resolution 2026-14 and possesses the qualifications and 

designation of a Qualified Purchasing Agent License #Q-1742 as issued by the Director of Local 

Government Services per N.J.A. C. 5:34-5 et seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS the Brough of Franklin desires to establish the bid threshold to $53,000.00 per 

N.J.S.A.40A:11-3a. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Franklin, 

County of Sussex, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 

1. The bid threshold is hereby increased to $53,000.00 effective July 1, 2025 consistent with 

the New Jersey Local Publics Contract Law. 

 

2. That the Chief Financial Officer is authorized to adjust bid and quote levels to reflect the 

new thresholds in applicable purchasing policy 

 

3. That the Borough Clerk shall forward a certified copy of this Resolution to the following: 

A. Business Administrator 

B. Chief Financial Officer. 

C. Purchasing Agent 

C.    Department Heads 

 

CERTIFICATION: I, Colleen L. Little, Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Franklin, in the County of 

Sussex, State of New Jersey do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution 

adopted by the Governing Body of the Borough of Franklin, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey at a 

regular meeting held on January 13, 2026.   

 

______________________________ 

Colleen L. Little, Municipal Clerk 
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Borough of Franklin, County of Sussex 

Resolution #2026-20 

 

  

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FRANKLIN, 

 COUNTY OF SUSSEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING 

ADVERTISEMENT AND SOLICITATION OF BIDS FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO 

MASTER STREET, WARREN STREET, AND GREEN STREET 

 

WHEREAS the Borough of Franklin desires to advertise for the receipt of bids for 

improvements to Master Street, Warren Street, and Green Street, and 

  

WHEREAS, the specifications and other bid information may be obtained electronically via the 

Bid Net Direct portal on an electronic platform, in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:34-1 et seq. at 

www.bidnetdirect.com//boroughoffranklin 

 

WHEREAS, the Purchasing Agent has recommended soliciting bids for the procurement of the 

improvements to Master Street, Warren Street, and Green Street in a Fair and Open process, and,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Franklin, County 

of Sussex, and State of New Jersey as follows: 

 

1. That the Qualified Purchasing Agent is authorized to advertise and solicit bids for 

improvements to Master Street, Warren Street, and Green Street 

 

2. That the Municipal Clerk shall forward a certified copy of this Resolution to the 

following: 

 

A. Borough Administrator 

B. Chief Financial Officer. 

C. Superintendent of Public Works 

 

CERTIFICATION: I, Colleen L. Little, Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Franklin, in the County 

of Sussex, State of New Jersey do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a 

Resolution adopted by the Governing Body of the Borough of Franklin, County of Sussex, State of 

New Jersey at a regular meeting held on January 13, 2026.  ______________________________ 

Colleen L. Little, Municipal Clerk  

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTES 

COUNCIL MEMBER AYES NAYES ABSTAIN ABSENT 

PATRICIA CARNES     

CONCETTO FORMICA     

RACHEL HEATH     

JOSEPH LIMON     

STEPHEN SKELLENGER     

GILBERT SNYDER     

MAYOR SOWDEN (Tie Only)     

 



Borough of Franklin, County of Sussex 

Resolution #2026-21 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF FRANKLIN, COUNTY OF SUSSEX, STATE 

OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF SOLID WASTE AND 

RECYCLING COLLECTION BID #25-02 TO BLUE DIAMOND DISPOSAL INC  

  

WHEREAS there exists a need for Solid Waste and Recycling Collection for the residents 

of the Borough of Franklin,   

  

WHEREAS the Township publicly advertised and received one (1) bid for Solid Waste 

and Recycling Collection #25-02 on January 6, 2026, at 10:30 AM:  

  
VENDOR  BASE BID  

Blue Diamond Disposal Inc  $2,016,000.00  

HelpForce LLC  NO BID   

  

WHEREAS, Blue Diamond Disposal Inc., 5 Howard Boulevard, Mt. Arlington, NJ 07856, 

has been determined to submit the lowest responsible and responsive bid, and   

  

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has certified that $648,000 is available in the 

2026 Current Fund Temporary Operating Budget, $672,000 will be appropriated in the 2027 

Current Fund Operating Budget and $696,000 will be appropriated in the 2028 Current Fund 

Operating Budget.   

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE RESOLVED by the Borough of Franklin, County of Sussex, 

State of New Jersey, as follows:  

  

1. That the Mayor is authorized to enter into a contract with Blue Diamond Disposal 

Inc., for Bid #25-02 Solid Waste and Recycling Collection  

 2. That the Municipal Clerk shall forward a certified copy of this Resolution to the 

following:  
  

1. Chief Financial Officer  

2. Borough Administrator  

3. Superintendent of Public Works  

4. Blue Diamond Disposal Inc.   

5 Howard Boulevard, Mt. Arlington, NJ 07856  

  

 CERTIFICATION: I, Colleen L. Little, Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Franklin, in the County 

of Sussex, State of New Jersey do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a 

Resolution adopted by the Governing Body of the Borough of Franklin, County of Sussex, State of 

New Jersey at a regular meeting held on January 13, 2026.   

______________________________ 

Colleen L. Little, Municipal Clerk 
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Borough of Franklin, County of Sussex 

Resolution #2026-22 

 

Governor’s Council on Substance Use Disorder 

Fiscal Grant Cycle July 2027 –  June 2031 

WHEREAS, the Governor’s Council on Substance Use Disorder (GCSUD) established the Municipal 

Alliances for the Prevention of Substance Use Disorder in 1989 to educate and engage residents, local 

government and law enforcement officials, schools, nonprofit organizations, the faith community, 

parents, youth and other allies in efforts to prevent substance use disorder in communities throughout 

New Jersey.  

WHEREAS, The Borough Council of the Borough of Franklin, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey 

recognizes that substance use disorder is a serious problem in our society amongst persons of all ages; 

and therefore has an established Municipal Alliance Committee; and,  

WHEREAS, the Borough Council further recognizes that it is incumbent upon not only public officials but 

upon the entire community to take action to prevent substance use disorder in our community; and,  

WHEREAS, the Borough Council has applied for funding to the Governor’s Council on Substance Use 

Disorder through the County of Sussex;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough of Franklin, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey 

hereby recognizes the following:  

1. The Borough Council does hereby authorize submission of a  

strategic plan for the Wallkill Valley Municipal Alliance grant for fiscal year 2027 in 

the amount of:  

GCSUD Grant  $5752.00  

Cash Match  $1438.00 

In-Kind   $4314.00 

2. The Borough Council acknowledges the terms and conditions for administering the 

Municipal Alliance grant, including the administrative compliance and audit 

requirements.  

APPROVED: ____________________________________  

                         John M. Sowden, IV, Mayor of Governing Body  

CERTIFICATION 

I, Colleen L. Little, Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Franklin, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey, do 

hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and exact copy of a resolution duly authorized by the Borough 

Council on this 13th day of January, 2026.  

____________________________________  

Colleen L. Little, Municipal Clerk 

 




